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DECREASE OF PAUPERISM.

THE Annual Report of the English Local Government Board
for I898-99, published recently, contains an immense amount
of statistical information. Not the least interesting and im-
portant are the sta i6tics relating to pauperism, and it is
pleasant to read ttiat there was a decrease amounting to
1.9 per cent. in the total number of paupers relieved on
January ist, I899, as compared with January ist, I898. The
figures slow that the paaperism ot the country is very un-
equally distributed among the several divisions. In the
South-westi-rn Divisioni the proportion which the paupers bore
to the population wis nearly twice as large as that in the
North-webtern Division, anl, as might have been expected,
there are even greater differences in the counties than in the
divisions. The county which contained the largest proportion
of paupers to population on January ist, I898, was Dorset,
where no less than 4.46 per cent. of the population were in
receipt of relief; and Middlesex (with i.6i per cent.) and the
W4'est Riding of Yorkshire (with i.8o per cent.) contained the
smallest proportion.
The nunhers of the insane paupers continue to show the

increase which is a notewori hy ihem of many previous reports;
and it is a melancholy fact that the increase on January ist,
I898, exceeded the figure for the corresponding period of last
year by more than 3 per cen,t.

POOR RELIEF.
The gross cost of the relief of tile poor during the year

ending at Lady Day, 1898, was /1o,828,276, which is greater
than that recordeI in any previous year; it represented an
average charge of 6s. i I41. p -r head on the estimated popula-
tion, being 241. per head more than in the prteceding year.
Comparing the metropolis and the rest of England and
Wales, the rate per head, calculated on the estimated popula-
tion, was 84s. 61. in the metropolis, and 5s. 8'd. in the rest of
the country. This result is, to a considerable extent, to be
attributed to the faet that in the metropolis the paupers re-
lieved in the workhouses and infirmaries, etc., bear a much
larger proportion to the totld number of paupers of all classes
relieved than they do in other parts of the country. It is no
doubt also partly due to the improved accommodation pro-
vided for the p )or in the metropolis, and partly to the con-
tributions to the managers of the Metropolitan Asylums Dis-
trict.

INFECTIOUS DISEASK iN LONDON.
With reference to infectioas disease, the percentage of ad-

missions to the Metropolitan Asylums Board's Hospitals to
the notifications of admissible diseases during the year I898
shows a marked increase on that of the preceding year. The
following comparison of -the figures for 1890 and I898 serves to
make very manifest the growing inclination on the part of
the public to avail themselves of the advantages of hospital
isolation:

Diseases x898.

Scarlet fever ...

I)iplitheria

Euteric fever ...

Typhus fever ..

42.82

17.87

22.49

42.86

74-07

62.48

36-97

87.50

Thetotal admissions to the hospitals in I898 reached the
large figure of 2I,063, of which scarlet fever and diphtheria
contributed as many as I8,69I.

SANITARY BY-LAWS.
'Ahe rPeport qffo: ds pleasing evidence-of increased activity on

-
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the part of local authorities in making by-laws on the more
important sanitary matters, such as scaveInging, tie preven-
tion of nuiEances, the regulation of common lodging-houses,
the construction of buildings, and the regulation of offensive
trades. Moreover, the regulations empowered to be made
under the Order of 1885, with respect to dairies, cowsheds, and
milkshops, and which if made anid ernforced by every saniitary
authority would do so much to reduce bovine tuberculosis,
were drawn up and submitted to the Local Government
Board for approval by no fewer than 40 local authorities.

THRE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.
The statistics of the working of the Food and Drugs Acts,

I875 and I879, are always ihteresting and sugge-tive. In
London, samples were obtained in the proportion of I to
every 353 persons, and in the provinees I to every 659. The
degree, however, to which the Acts were utilised was by no
means uniform in different districts. Withir the jurisdietion
of ten county councils only I sample a year to every 5,056 per-
sons was taken, and in i6 boboughs 1 for every 5,959; such
action can have afforded little or no check upon adulteration,
and it is to be hoped that the new Food and Drugs Act will
deal effectually with such failure of duty on the part of local
authorities.
Although of 49,555 samples taken 4,319 were reported as

adulterated, proceedings were instituted in respect of only
2,685. This circumstanee is in some measure due to the
difficulty of ensuring a successful prosecution in view of the
different standards and methods of analysis adopted by
different authorities, and it points to the necessity of a
board of experts being appointed to authoritatively determine
methods and standards as recommended by the Royal Com-
mission.
The proportion of adulterated samples was 8.7 per cent. of

those examined. This is the lowest percentage of adultera-
tion ever recorded, and less than one-half of the rate for the
years I877 and I878. It must be conceded that it is somewhat
surprising that the 1875 Act should ha-ve done the community
such good service, seeing that for the year I898 more than a
third of the fines inflicted for offences were of only ios. or
under.
For the first time the percentage of milk adulteration for the

whole of England and Wales fell below io per cent., while in
London it remains at the considerably higher figure of 12.9
per cent.

It may be of interest to indicate the extent to which the
various articles taken for analysis were found to be adulterated.
First on the list come spirit and drugs. with a percentage
adulteration of sOme 12 per cent. each. Sweet epirits of nitre,
Gregory's powder, lime water, sulphur, rhubaib, magnesia, wax,
cream of tartar, and seidlitz powders figured among the adul-
terated drugs, and it is somewhat disconcerting to read in the
Report that eight out of the twenty-five prescriptions dispensed
and sold under the Act were improperly or (arelessly com-

pounded. Sago and olive oil were adulterated to the extent of
some i i per cent.; then come coffee with io per cent. of adul-
terated samples; milk, 8.7 per cent.; vinegar, 5.8 per cent.;
mustard, 4 per cent.; sugar, confectionery, anid jam,3 per
cent.; ginger, 2.6 per cent.; wine, 2.4 per cent.; flour, 2 per
cent.; and pepper, cheese, beer, and lard, with less than I per
cent. of adulteration.
Of the samples submitted to the analysts by private persons

46 5 per cent. were reported against, whilst of those obtained
by the officers of local authorities only 8.3 per cent. were con-
demned. This circumstance is mainly due to the fact that in
the case of those samples submitted by private individuals
some good ground for suspecting the genuineness of the
article existed in each case, but the discrepancy in the figures
is due in a minor degree to the faet that the officers of a local
authority are generally knjown and recognised by the local
tradesinan, who not infrequently succeeds in circumventing
them.

VACCINATION.
Of the entire number of children whose births were regis-

tered during I896, 22.9 per cent. were not finally accountfd for
as regards vaccination at the time the returns were made.
This percentage is higher than any previously recorded since
the Vaccination Act, 1871, came into operation. As regards
the Metropolitan District; the returns for 1896 show that the
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number of cases not finally accounted for amounted to 26.4
per cent., whereas in the previous year the percentage of
default was 24.9. In several of the unions the percentage of
cases not finally accounted for was exxceedingly high. For
instance, in Bethnal Green it was 76 8; in Hackney, 63.6; in
Mile End, 62.6; and in Shoreditch, 55-5. In the provinces
the percentage of children unaccounted for was 22.3, as com-
pared with I9.8 for the previous year (1895), and with regard
to the counties, the greater proportion of default appears in
Leicestershire, Bedfordshire, and Northainptonshire, with
figures of 79.0, 78.9, and 65.7 respectively.

EXTENSION OF THE NOTIFICATION ACT.
It is, in co:nclusion, both interesting arnd significant to note

that, up to the date of the Report, the Infectious Diseases
Notification Act has been extend-d to measles in iio cases,
to riotheln in 7, to whooping-cough in 26, to chicken-pox in 8,
and to mumps, hydrophobia, yellow fever, and plague in i.
But in 38 of these cases the sanitary authorities have subse-
quently revoked the addition of measles, in I that of
rotheln, in 7 that of whooping-cough, in 4 that of chicken-pox,
and in I that of hydrophobia; while in I case the Act was
extended to measles only for a limited period, which has now
expired.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6,065
births and 4,55I deaths were registered during the week endirng December
gth. The annualrate of mortality inthesetowns, whiclhlhad bcen I. and
I8.9 per I,ooo in the preceding two weeks, rose again to 20 8 last week.
The rates in the several towns ranged from 13.1 in Croydon, 13.4 in
Norwich, 13.5 in Oldham, and I4.3 in Cardiff, to 23.4 in Hull, 25.3 in
Preston, 25.9 in Liverpool, and 26.4 in Plymouth. In the thirty-two
provincial towns the imnean death-rate was 19.7 per I,000, and was 2.7
below the rate recorded in London, which was 22.4 per I,ooo. Tlle
zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns averaged 2.2 per x,000; in
London the death-rate was equal to 2.1 per X,000, while it averaged
2.3 in the thirty-two provincial towns, among which the highest
zymotic death rates were 4.3 in Salford, 5 0 in Blackburn, 5.2 in Shef-
field, and 6.o in Hull. Measles caused a death-rate of I.o in Sheffield,
I.2 in Salford, I.3 in Preston, x.8 in Birkenhead, and 2.0 in Hull; wlhoop-
ing-cougl of I.O in Leicester, in Liverpool, anid in !alford, and 1.5 in
Blackburn; and "fever " of i.o in Bolton. 2.3 in Nottingham, 1.5 in Derby,
and 2.9 in Wolverhampton. The mortality from searletl fever and from
diarrhcea showed no marked excess in any of the thirty-three large
towns. The I13 deaths from diphtheria in the thirty-three large
towns included 43 in London, m6 in Sheffleld, xi in Leeds,
6 in Liverpool, 4 in Manchester, 4 in Blackburn, 4 in Preston,
and 4 in Norwich. Eleven fatal cases of small-pox were registered last
week in Hull, but not one either in any other of the thirty-two pro-
vincial towns or in London; and only one small-pox patient was under
treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals on Saturday last,
December gth. The number of scarlet fever patieDts in these hospitals
and in the London Fever Hospital, which had been 3,578, 3.503, and 3,445
at the end of the three preceding weeks, had further declined to 3,290
on Saturday last; 278 new cases were admitted during the week, against
334, 293, and 294 in the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, December gth, 843 births and 6II
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had increased from 27.0
tO 20.5 per I,ooo in the four preceding weeks, declined again to 20.0 last
week, and was o.8 per I.ooO below the mean rate during the same period
in the thirty-three large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the
death-rates ranged from I4 I in Leith and 27.6 iD Edinburgh, to 21.9
in Dundee and 37 6 inGreenock. The zymotic death-rate in these towns
averaged 2.3 per x,ooo, the highest rates being recorded in Dundee and
Greenock. The 278 deaths registered in Glasgow included 6 from
measles, 3 from diphtheria 3 from whooping-cough, 4 from "fever," and
8 from diarrheaa. Seven fatal cases of measles and 7 of diarrhoea oc-
curred in Dundee: 3 of "fever" in Paisley; and I3 of measles in
Greenock.

OBITUARY1
EDWARD HAMILTON, M.D., F.R.C.S.I.,

Surgeon to Steevens's Hospital, Dublin.
WE regret to have to announce the death of Dr. Edward
Hamilton, of Dublin, a surgeon of great distinction in that
city.

Dr. Hamilton was born in Dublin in 1824, and graduated
M.B. in the University of Dublin in 1i846. In the same year
he became a Licentiate of the Royal College of Surgeons of
Ireland, and in 1852 a Fellow. When the school attached to
Steevens's Hospital was established, he became a Lecturer on
Anatomy there, and soon after he was appointed to the visit-
ing staff, his colleagues being the late William Colles and

Robert McDonnell. He became President of his College in
in 1875, and he again served in that capacity from I892 to I894.
In i884 he became one of the Professors of Surgery in the Col-
lege School. At various times he was the Presidenlt of the
Dublin Branch of the British Medical Assoeiation, of the
Pathological Society, and. of the Irish iMedical 1ssociation.
He was one of the Surgeons-in-Ordinary to H.E. the Lord
Lieutenant.

Dr. Hamilton was ODe of the most popular members of the
profession in Ireland, and he enjoyec the confidenee of his
brethren in an eminent degree. He was a hiighly informed
surgeon, an excellent teacher, and a skilled operator. His
many pupils carried with them into life a knowledge of his
wisdom, and lie gradually succeeded in establishing a large
practice,which he retained until a short time ago, when owing
to illness he retired from active work. Dr. Hamilton contri-
buted many papers to the medical journals, and he published
a Eeries of lectures on diseases of the rectum. He gave the
Address in Surgery at the annual meeting of the British
Medical Association in Dublin, 1887, when he took for his
subject Tissue Resistance and Aintiseptichm, and dis-
cussed questions wilich since that time have received much
attention from all surgeons. He was an excelleint speaker, and
although he seldom took part in the debates at the Surgical
Section of the Royal Academy of Mt dicine, he was always
interesting and informing, and was li-tened to with the
greatest satisfaction. The? profession in Ireland deeply regarits
the death of one who held c-o high a place in their esteem and
the general public, by an immense attendance at his funeral,
testified to their respect and affection for him.

PROFESSOR THEODORE PUSCH1ANN, M^.D.
University of Vienna.

DR. THEODORE PUSOHMANN, Professor of the History of
Medicine in the University of Vienna, who died lately in hiis
56th year, was born at Ltwenberg in Prussian '-ilesia, in i84.
He studied at Berlin, Munich, Vienna, and Marburg, takinig
his Doctor's degree in the last named of these uaivere-itics in
1869. After graduation he travelled extensively in 1 he East,
and practised for a short time in Cairo. But he did riot care
for the routine of professional work, and he again beeame a
wanderer, travelling for a considerable time ,n Italy, France,
and England. Wherever he wernt he worked in the libraries,
and studied whatever records of medical Ihistory were av4il-
able. In 1878 he qualified as Docent of the History of Medi-
cine in the University of Leipzig, whence he was ealled in
i88o to Vienna as Extraordinary Ptotessor, becoming O dinhry
Professor in i888. Dr. Pusbhmann was the author of
numerous publications cn -ubjeets relating to the history
of medicine, and was a frt quent contributor to Vil chow s
Archiv. One of his earliest kublicatioxjs was an essay on vir-
cumcision, which was translated into several laugubges', in-
cluding Turkish. The most impot tant of his wot k s was his
German translation of the works of the Greek plysioian,
Alexander Tralles, in which he proved himself inot only a
historian but a philologist. Among his oihbr writings was
a History of Medical Education, wlnch has b.en translated
into English by Mr. Evan H. Hare. One of his last works was
a history of the Vienna Faculty of Medicinie.
Puschmann was an indefatigable worker, and went to the

original records for his material. O)nly a fe-w years ago he
ransacked the libraries of Spain anrd the archives in the old
Spanish monasteries. He was a many-sided man. and as a
teacher had the power of exciting interest in his subject, and
of making dry bones of erudition live.
Professor Puschmann died of old-standing kidney disease.

He was Dean of the Faculty during the last i ear, but the pro-
gress of his disease compelled him to resign his office sime
months ago.

PROFESSOR CAMARA PESTANA,
Lisbon.

PBOFESSOB CAMARA PESTANA, whose tragic death from plague
recently excited such general sympathy, was born ivi 1863,
entered the medical school of Lisbon in x885, and afte flTiish-
ing his studies in I889 devoted his attenition to baeteriolog-y.
In 189I he went abroad, commissioned by the Portuguese
Government to study bacteriolngy, and in I892 he was ap-
iointed Director of the Lisbon Bacteriologica1 Institule.4 .fe


